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Party. It certainly advocated many of the doctrines
enunciated by the Popes in different encyclicals. All
through the first part of the twentieth centur^ it had to
strive against an anti-clericalism that became annually
more rampant in France.
It looked as if there was no hope for the Catholic
Church in that country, and yet the Action Fratifaise,
whilst pretending to be pro-Catholic, was making a
political use of the Catholic Church, which the Vatican
realised was very dangerous. Pope Pius X himself con-
demned this body in 1914, but the condemnation was
never made public, and then the Great War broke out.
During the War the valour of the Catholic priests,
many of whom came back from their exile to fight, was
such that after the War there arose a tremendous feeling
of reaction towards the Church. To this must be added
the fact that the two provinces of Alsace-Lorraine were
re-united to France. Both these provinces, though they
included large mining and industrial areas, were intensely
Catholic. During the period 1870 to 1914, when anti-
clericalism in France had been at its height and whole
areas had been left without Catholic education for the
children, or Catholic priests for the adults, Alsace-
Lorraine had remained untouched under German rule.
Now they came back to join with those Catholics in
France who were anxious to be rid of anti-clericalism.
They had such great leaders as Marshal Foch and General
de Castelnau to guide them in their efforts, and the starting
up of pilgrimages from all parts of the world to Lisieux,
where the new St T6rese had lived, and to Lourdes and
also to the home of the Cure of Ars, all led to a fresh
revival of Catholicism, and at one election over two